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Claims 
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Use of CD38, or a portion thereof or analogue thereof which can inhibit tt 
binding of CD38 to a non-follicular dendritic cell (DC) or a follicular 
dendritic cell (FDC) and which retains the ability of CD38 to stimu/e a DC 
or FDC, for use in the manufacture of an adjuvant for use in immZotherapy. 

Use according to claiml__vvherein the portion is an extmcd/ular domain 
portion or the analogue is a fiision protein which compi;i4 an extracellular 
domain portion of CD38 and a non-CD38 sequence.. 

Method of causing maturation of DCs compri^g contacting DCs ex vivo 
with CD38 or a portion or analog^ defi;^^ in claim 1 or claim 2. 

A method as claimed in claim^j^A^ DCs are simultaneously with 
said contacting under conditions ^h that the DCs coirespond to DCs subject 
to T cell signalling. 

A vaccine comprising ^tigenic component and an adjuvant component, 
wherein said adjuvan/omponent comprises CD38 or a portion or analogul 
as defined in clairn/f or claim 2. 



6. 



A vaccine aj/ording to clairn5in which the antigenic component comprises a 
CD8 T ceil epitope. ' 



7. 



'ex vivo mature DC that has been made using the method of claim 3 
'^laim 4. 



or 



A DC according to claim 7 for use in a method of treating the human 
animal body by therapy. ~ 



or 
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II. 



A DC according to claim 7 for use in stimulating a T cell 
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response in vivo/ 



10. A 



vaccine comprising a DC according to claim 7. 



A method of stimulating T cells specific to an epitope m vzWomprising 
contacting the T cells with a DC according to claim 7 undej^nditions in 
which the DC presents the epitope to the T cell. 



12. (i) The native ligand present on a FDC or DC ^^ch binds CD38 and 
which is substantially free of FDC or Dp4ll membrane, excluding 
CD31; 

(ii) a protein which is at least 70% bfeiologous to (i) and binds CD38; 
("0 a fragment ofti) or (ii) whith retains the ability to bind CD38. 

13. A polynucleotid/ \hJtncodJ{i), (ii) or (iii) as defined in claim 12. 

14. An antibody that binds «{ (ii) or (iii) as defined in claim J2^d inhibits the 
binding of CD38 to f/(ii) or (iii). 



15. A method of identifying an adjuvant comprising contacting the CD38 ligand 
present on V^Cs or DCs, or (ii) or (iii) as defined in claim 12 wjth a 
candidatydbstance in the presence of CD38 or an analogue as defined in 
claim yfed determining whether said substance competes with CD38 or the 
anaWGe for binding to the CD38 ligand, (ii) or (iii) and whether said 
su^tance is capable of maturing DCs. 

1 6.y A use, method or vaccine according to any one of claims 1 to 6 in which the 
analogue is an adjuvant identified in the method of claiiiu5~ 
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17. An inhibitor of CD38 ligand as defined iT>^ml2. which specifically 
inhibits activation of said 




1 8. An inhibitor according to 1 67pr use in immunosuppression. 



